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A report issued July 6 by the Agriculture and Water Resources Ministry (SARH) indicated that
deforestation in Mexico is increasing by about 7,000 sq.km. per year. At this rate, the nation's forests
will be completely destroyed over the next 60 years. About 85% of all deforested area in Mexico
was cleared by farmers seeking to expand cultivated area. About 80% of all Mexican territory (1.96
million sq.km.) suffers from some degree of erosion. Approximately 75% of all deforestation is
illegal, while 12% is the result of fires, plant disease, or urban expansion and construction activities.
In 1991, 93,000 ha. were succesfully reforested. SARH's reforestation target for 1993 is 140,000 ha.
(Source: Spanish news service EFE, 07/06/92)
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